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READING FOR SUCCESS:

Investigating Readers’ Cognitive Processes
N Austrian EFL Reading Tests

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The nationwide assessment of English as a foreign language (EFL) in Austria in 2013 (E8 reading test) revealed that a significant number
of students cannot read sufficiently after four years of learning EFL. As previous research has shown (Siller & Kipman, 2018), this lack of
reading comprehension skKills is closely related to the cognitive and metacognitive processes (Khalifa & Weir, 2009) at play when dealing
with reading comprehension tasks. Hence, it is of utmost importance to investigate how (un)successful students deal with such reading
comprehension tasks to learn more about the students’ skills and the test. Such findings will fuel changes in assessment literacy anc
transitions in test development alike.
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND RESULTS

The intended goals of this project are to learn more about the reading processes and strategies adopted by students in order to
improve test developers’ understanding of the particular tasks. Such findings should then inform necessary transitions a test such as
the E8 reading test needs to undergo in order to improve cognitive validity. The novel perspective adopted by looking at how students
arrive at (in)correct solutions will shed a new light onto the test and the tasks.

References:

Brunfaut, T. & McCray, G. (2015). Looking into test-takers‘ cognitive processes while completing reading tasks: A mixed-method eye-tracking Bundes institut

and stimulated recall study. ARAGs Research Report Online. .-
Grabe, W. & Stoller, F. L. (2011). Teaching and Researching Reading. Harlow: Longman/Pearson. b I fl e
Khalifa, H. & Weir, C. J. (2009). Examining Reading: Research and Practice in Assesing Second Language Reading. Cambridge: CUP.

Perfetti, C. & Stafura, J. (2014). Word knowledge in a theory of reading comprehension. Scientific Studies of Reading, 18(1), 22-37 . PADAGOGISCHE

HOCHSCHULE

Siller, K. & Kipman, U. (2018). Cognitive processes as predictors of item difficulty for English Reading. In: Sigott, G. (Ed.). Language Testing in SALZBURG

Austria: Taking Stock. Berlin: Peter Lang. Pp. 465-485.
Urquart, A. H. & Weir, C. J. (1998). Reading in a Second Language: Process, Product, and Practice. New York: Longman.




